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Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 28 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Michael O. Leavitt as Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
October 28, 2003 

I am pleased the Senate acted today to 
confirm Governor Mike Leavitt as my new 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Governor Leavitt is an excep-
tional leader who shares my commitment 
to reaching out across partisan lines to get 
things done. I know he will work closely 
with me to build upon my administration’s 

initiatives to make our air and water clean-
er, protect the land, and use technology 
to improve our environment while our 
economy grows and creates jobs. I thank 
Chairman Inhofe and Senator Reid for 
their leadership in ensuring Governor 
Leavitt’s confirmation. 

Statement on Signing the Check Clearing for the 21st Century Act 
October 28, 2003 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1474, 
the ‘‘Check Clearing for the 21st Century 
Act.’’ This Act is intended to update and 
modernize the Nation’s check payment and 
collection systems. Section 16(b) of the Act 
purports to require executive branch offi-
cials to submit to the Congress rec-
ommendations for legislative action. The 
executive branch shall construe section 
16(b) in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s authority under the Recommenda-

tions Clause of the Constitution to submit 
for the consideration of the Congress such 
measures as the President shall judge nec-
essary or expedient. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
October 28, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 1474, approved October 28, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–100. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the Sri Lanka- 
United States Taxation Convention 
October 28, 2003 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, the Protocol 
Amending the Convention Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the 
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to 
Taxes on Income signed at Colombo on 

March 14, 1985, together with an exchange 
of notes, signed at Washington on Sep-
tember 20, 2002 (the ‘‘Protocol’’). I also 
transmit, for the information of the Senate, 
the report of the Department of State con-
cerning the Protocol. 
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